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The University rf Dayton

News Release

UD' S TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM
AMONG 11 MOST "INNOVATIVE" IN NATION
DAYTON, Ohio, November 22, 1989--The University of Dayton's
teacher education program is one of the most "innovative"
programs in the country, according to a newly released report by
the Association of American Colleges (AAC).
In addition, UD is the only Ohio institution invited by the
Carnegie Corporation to make a presentation about its teacher
education program at a national conference in Carmel, Calif., on
Dec. 2-5. The conference focuses on integrating liberal arts
with professional studies on college campuses.
AAC's newest publication, Those Who Can: Undergraduate
Programs to Prepare Arts and Sciences Majors for Teaching,
documents a critical shortage of quality in the nation's current
and prospective teaching force. It includes descriptions of
innovative teacher education programs that integrate liberal arts
with teacher preparation at 11 colleges and universities.
"In the six years since the publication of A Nation at Risk,
we have seen unprecedented efforts to strengthen the nation's
public schools," the report says. "More than any previous
national school reform movement, that of the 1980s has defined
the quality of teachers as both the problem and the solution. It
is widely recognized that the best way to break the cycle by
which ineffective teaching reproduces itself over generations 1s
to improve dramatically the quality of teachers entering the
system. As a group, however, America's colleges and universities
so far have failed to meet this challenge."
UD is meeting the challenge by integrating liberal arts and
its professional education program, according to Ellis Joseph,
dean of the School of Education. Thanks to a four-year $500,000
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grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities, UD has
coordinated offerings in its College of Arts and Sciences with
those in the School of Education. For instance, when UD students
examine historical events in a course on "History of
Civilization," they also examine the impact of the revolutionary
period on educational theory and practice in a course on "History
of Education," Joseph said.
Other innovative programs noted by AAC include those at
Alverno College, Associated Colleges of the Midwest, Colorado
College, Eastern Michigan University, Hampshire College,
Princeton University, St. Norbert's College, University of Tulsa,
Washington University and Wesleyan University. Formed in 1915,
the AAC's members include 610 public and private colleges and
universities.
The AAC recognition 1s not the only one UD's School of
Education has received. It currently ranks lOth among almost
1,000 private liberal arts colleges and universities in the
number of undergraduates who later earn a doctoral degree, and is
one of 30 institutions in the nation identified by the Carnegie
Corporation as successfully integrating its arts and sciences and
professional education curriculum.
In October, the Ohio Board
of Regents approved a new doctoral program in educational
leadership--the first in the Dayton area and one of the few
nationally with a special track in Catholic school
administration.
Approximately 650 students are currently enrolled in UD's
teacher education program.
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